During the summer of 2013, I undertook a 2-month solo expedition to one of
the world's last great wildernesses: Manu, in southeast Peru. I was very
honored to be supported by the Jeremy Willson Charitable Trust.

We are constantly reminded by the media about the
dramatic rate of deforestation occurring in the Amazon
rainforest and indeed, in all tropical forests worldwide.
I believe that bombarding people with bad news is not
the way to conserve. Instead of showing the threats
facing Manu, my aim for the trip was to photograph
and film the most charismatic animals in that hope that
these good news stories will help reignite the
conservation bandwagon.

I started my adventure high up in the cloud forests of Manu. This area is particular mountainous with huge variations in
elevation. This means there’s huge variations in temperature producing a huge diversity of animals and plants. In fact,
Manu is famed as being the most biodiverse (the most number of species per unit area) place on the planet!

The cloud forests are home to vast
array of bizarre wildlife. My personal
favorite is the Andean cock of the
rock. Everyday at sunrise and sunset,
the bright orange males gather to
display in canopy arenas known as
‘leks’. They dance and call in the hope
of attracting the very drab looking
females.

The cloud forests are home to a stunning array of hummingbirds. I
used flash and a shaded area to catch this many-spotted hummingbird
(above) in flight against a black background. To get close enough for
this inimate portrait of a violet-fronted brilliant (left), I learnt its
routine and then waited quietly near to one of its favorite perches.

I then moved down into the lowlands, here, the jungle terrain is much flatter and
home to some of the biggest trees on earth. Pictured is a Kapok tree. This
individual takes 14 grown men hand in hand to go round the base, its over 50m
tall and estimated to be between 400 and 500 years old.

The charisma of Manu’s primates
is certainly unrivaled. Big-headed
capuchin (left), wooly monkey
(right), spider monkey (below left)
and emperor tamarin (below
right).

The courses of the lowland rivers are very prone to change.
This change leaves isolated water bodies called oxbow lakes.
These lakes are some of the most productive ecosystems on
the planet so it’s not surprising that they are incredible places
to find wildlife. Rufescent tiger heron (juvenile left, adult
below right), giant otter (above), hoatzin (right), wattled
jacana (below left), horned screamer (below).

Due to the geological history of Peru and the direction of prevailing winds, the
vegetation is low in salt concentration. As a a result, the animals are salt stressed.
Animals need salt in everything from cell function to diet toxin neutralisation so
any concentrated source of salt is magnet for animals. One of these magnets are
claylicks where erosion from rivers exposes an underground layer of bright orange
clay, rich in salt. Everyday at sunrise, parrots and macaws fly in from miles around
to feed on the clay. Blue headed parrot (right), yellow crowned parrots (far right),
red and green macaw (below).

At night, a completely different set of wildlife becomes active. Walking a jungle
trail in the pitch black is as spooky as it is exciting! Emerald tree boa (above),
hypsiboas frog (right), leaf cutter ant (below), wolf spider (below right).

I owe a huge thank you to the JWCT for
making this trip possible. It was an
incredible experience and I cannot wait to
get back there in the future.
S i n c e re t u r n i n g , I ’ v e g i v e n p h o t o
presentations about the jungle to over
1500 people. I also have a video series in
post production which should be finished
by the end of this year.
I hope to have captured just a little bit of
the magic of the rainforest and brought it
home to show why its worth saving.
www.bertiegregoryphotography.com

