Where shall | start! So
much has happened since |

arrivedalmost six months
ago, although it feels like only
yesterday when | climbed off
the airplane in Santiago, after
the 16 hour flight from London
on 29" August 2009 .| was
feeling excited and
apprehensive as to what my year
away would have in store for me.

Now six months in, | am fairly
settled in my new surroundings
and truly over the moon with the
factthat | was able to fulfill my
ambition of having a gap year in
South America; making my dream a
reality.

These first six months have flown by
and | cannot get over the fact that |
am gradually seeing the end of the
year looming closer and closer.
August will be on us again and | will
have rejoined the rest of my peers in
University Education, something that
| am excited about but also very
nervous about too.

In the past six months | feel | have
learnt a huge amount. | can now
communicate fairly fluently using
Chilean Castilian anthhave been
very pleasedo discover that even
though | found, and still find it highly
challenging standing up and teaching
English in front of a class full of 45
students, with practically no teaching
experience, it has not been quite as
terrifying as | first thought it would
be. | am managing well, and
gradually improving.

And | have found a new respect for
my old school teachersteaching is
not at all as easy as they made it
look!
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My Project

My Project

My project is situated in the rural town of Chol-Chah the Ninth or
‘Araucania’ Region(Araucania being the Chilean naaretie monkey puzzle
tree) of Chile, about 29 kilometers from the Regiarapital, Temuco.

I am volunteering at ‘El Colegio Anglicano Williamilabn’, the first Anglican
school to be opened in Chile. It was founded in6l89 English Anglican
missionaries in order to provide free education the rural indigenous
community in and surrounding Chol-Chol.

The school currently has 500 students attendirfgpity Pre-kinder to year
eight, which is the Chilean equivalent of primachcol. After these summer
holidays they will be expanding the school to inigithe first year of secondary
school.

Even though not all the students that attend thedare of indigenous origin,
around 65% of all students have some Mapuche aycesi many have a
strong sense of their Mapuche Identities.

What | Do

During school hours | work as a Teacher .With thglEh classes from pre-
kinder to year four, | work as the teacher and plihthese lessons as well as
carry them out. With some | have full responsipitiver these lessons and do
them alone and others are shared with my Projettgra With the English
classes above year five | act as teaching assistamietimes giving a lesson
planed by the teacher , or just assisting with pnaiation and general support
within a class. | also assist in classes with sofitee younger children in their
other subjects from time to time, such as Maths$pahish .

Outside of school hours | am expected to helpmthé ‘Interndo’ (the
boarding house), planning games and activitiesifergirls. Some of this are as
informal as just playing cards or ball games witarh but | have also been
giving some of the girls a few basic guitar lessand recently | have set up a
cooking workshop for them once a week.

Since the school is Anglican | am encouraged targetived with the church
community in Chol-Chol, and recently for its annivassl helped out in
repainting the church as well as cooking for tHelm@atory meal.

In My free time | tend to spend time with other ntears of the community,
making friends, practicing my Spanish and genetajiyng to learn more about
their culture and the differences between life lzareé in the U.K.




Language
When | arrived in Chile | had a

good enough grasp of the Spanish
language to communicate quite
well, as | had
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Mapuche
Araucaria region in Chile is the heart of the oh#he largest indigenous

Chilean communities; the Mapuche (translated Hrtglish means people of
the earth). And the majority of the community inoGEhol has at least some
Mapuche ancestry and is very aware of their Mapuche

studied Spanish
up to AS level in
school, as well as
spending a time in
Spain on
exchange trips.
However when |
arrived | was
rather concerned
that the
differences
between Chilean
Spanish and
European Spanish
might me it more

" A student dressed in the
traditional Mapuche dress.
Not many people wear this from

identity. Having this extra factor in the regioarh living
in has proven to be incredibly interesting for redtas
the cause of a very rich cultural atmosphere thabt
found in all parts of Chile.

Since Mapuche culture has such a large part in the
community’s history a lot of the school teachesd feis
very important to teach the students about the Magu
cultures. In Castilian lessons, especially for thenger
classes reading material is often Mapuche folklore.
Also when special events are held in the schodi sisc
those for independence day and the school’s arsawer
groups of students dress up in the traditional Mapu
dress and perform some of the traditional dancegels
as those the national dances and those from Chitthwh

difficult for me. day to day now, but there are a were brought over and by colonists in the past.
Chilean Spanish is few older members of the

famous for being community that can still be seen Independence Day, 18 of September

one of the most wearing this type of clothing.

difficult dialects
of Spanish spoken

The Chileans are a very patriotic people and this is
demonstrated best during their independence weefs

in the world due
to the number of
‘chilismos’ (Chilean slag words)
used. As well as the speed at
which the Chileans speak (Believe
me this is fast!) . They are also
know for conjugating the tu form

in a slightly different way to other
Spanish speaking countries,
instead of using the ‘-as’ ending ,
for example ‘tu hablas’ the
Chileans say ‘tu hablai’.

The reason that the language is so
different in Chile is because of its
history . Chile has experienced a
diverse amount of immigration
from Europe and therefore many
words used have derived from a
number of other languages
including Italian, Yugoslavian,
German and English. One of my
favourite examples of these being
‘me tinca’, meaning | think.

I however have happily discovered
that even though, at times the
Spanish spoken here can be very
different to that | have heard
spoken in Spain and seen in text
books | have still had very little
problem with making myself
understood and communicating.
Due to there being such a large
Mapuche community in the area
there is also some of the
indigenous language spoken so |
have even been able to learn a
small amount of Mapudungun
from friends and students.

lucky enough to experience this only a couple ofkge
after arriving in the school, giving me chanceee and
share some of their culture and history.

Although Chile officially gained its independencefebruary 12th 1818,
Chilean Independence Day, Fiestas Patrias (‘patniaities’) is celebrated on
the 18" of September, which is the date that the war déjrendence against
Spanish forces began.

The Fiestas Patrias are celebrated throughout ¢leé feading up to the &f
September with traditional dances, parades, musidlze eating of huge
quantities of traditional foods and drink and opt@enber 19 a huge military
parade is put on in Santiago.

In the school the week was celebrated with staiadset up in the school
halls. Everyday, by different year groups, eacthege stalls had a theme based
on a certain region of Chile, and sold typical foérdsn that region .

Dancing and fancy dress competitions were held éstvetudents, as well as
best completion for decorated classroom.

Right: Two students competing in the
“Cueca” dance competition during
Independence week.

“Cueca” is the Chilean National dance, if
consists of the dancers moving round one
another and waving handkerchiefs and i$
based on chickens mating... may sound|a
just a bit strange, but that’s what all the

bookssay...

The photos to the right are of
students competing in the fanc
dress competitions. Those on the

left are in the traditional

Chilean cowboy costume and
those on the right are dressed

as famous historic figures.
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School Anniversary

Chileans take anniversaries fairly seriously, anehe school here
celebrates their anniversary without fail once ary§ome school’s will
even dedicate a whole week to celebrating théiEs Colegio William
Wilson” celebrated it’s in October and three dagsendedicated to it.
Every class organized a show to be put on to tsteofethe school,
games and competitions were organized and alll#sses were split
into four teams, each one identified by a coloriciwlthen competed
against one another.

Classrooms were all decorated by students accotditigeir team
color, all students in the classes put money tagdthpay for colored
paper and ribbons which were then used to dectiratealls and
ceilings of their classroom.

Over the three days each team gained points thrakihg parts in the
competitions and at the end of the week the teatnhtid gained the
most points was declared winner and their classigeats were named
“king of the school”. The completions where take@oremously
seriously and at times the level of competitionAsstn students was
almost scary at times, even if normally they weienfds.

Students supporting their team mates Students competing in school games

Decorating classrooms.
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Christmas

Chilean Christmas, although thoroughly enjoyed by felerather
strange in comparison to the ones | am used to hawie in the U.K.
One of the biggest differences | noticed first Wasweather.
December is summer time in Chile so Christmas caitifissmow on
them, and Father Christmas dressed up in his Higaat, trousers and
hat does not look quite appropriate.

The Chileans do not indulge as much in Christmasrdéoos as the
British seem to that is to say in Chol-Chol anywaye Tecorations
here were generally just a Christmas tree, usuaibllsand in most
houses, a Nativity scene. Compared to the lighesrgry and blow up
snowmen and santas that festoon UK houses it i mace
minimalistic.

The tradition of sending Christmas cards is notmsg here either.
The Spirit of Christmas however is very strong hieréne Chol-Chol
community, and within the school a small gift wageg to each and
every child by the school. And on top of that foe tyounger half of the
school they have a secret Santa system set up whehechild is given
a secret god parent from various churches in Sgmtidno then sends
them a present. In some cases, especially thosetfre poorer families
these gifts are the only ones they will receiv€latistmas and so mean
a great deal to them.

Year one students receiving Christmas presents antiago.

| was fortunate enough to receive an invitatiosgend Christmas with
a friend and their family, which allowed me to erxpace a real
Chilean Christmas. Here the presents are exchangeidi@ight on
Christmas Eve. The children are sent outside tand/spot Father
Christmas in the sky with one parent while the otashes to try and
get the presents under the tree before the chiltlyere back in.

After the excitement of receiving presents has vadfia little everyone
sits down for their Christmas Eve supper. Typictlig is an ‘Asado’,
the Chilean barbeque. In our case we had the usutdrsof ‘Churi-
Pan’, essentially a hot dog but using a type ofiebcsausage,
followed by various types of barbequed meat, bgiethtoes and
salads.

Christmas day was a day of family. Everyone getfairfy late, with
the presents already being out of the way, thenetishe same rush to
get out of bed as early as possible. Another |Badeque (No sign of
turkey anywhere) is made for Lunch and the dapé&ntsmainly
socialising with the other family members. We spéstentire day
outside in the sun, relaxing and eating way toohmuthe only familiar
Christmas food | saw was Christmas cake (Mince p&rewery much
missed on my part).
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Special Thanks

I would just like to express my
gratitude to all of those who
helped make this year possible
for me, as without them it really
would have been impossible
without their support.

The Jeremy Willson Charitable
Trust

The Chester Youth Fund
As well as all those others who

supported me in fundraising
events.




